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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MPOL, NATO 

SUBJECT :PRESS RELEASE ON EURO NATO HELICOPTER TRAINING 

1 . FINAL ARRANGEMENTS ARE BEING MADE TO START TRAINING 
HELICOPTER PILOTS FROM NORWAY, GERMANY, DENMARK, AND US 
AT FT RUCKER ALABAMA IN A JOINT EURO NATO TRAINING 
PROJECT. THE TRAINING WILL BE CONDUCTED UNDER A NATO 
CURRICULUM BY A JOINT FACULTY. TEN GERMAN INSTRUCTORS ARE 
PRESENTLY UNDERGOING INSTRUCTOR PILOT TRAINING AT FT 
RUCKER. 

2. REQUEST ACTION ADDRESSEES SECURE AGREEMENT OF APPROPRI 
ATE DEFENSE OFFICIALS IN OSLO, COPENHAGEN, AND BONN TO 
SIMULTANEOUS RELEASE OF THE FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE BY 
THE FOUR COUNTRIES CONCERNED AT 1500Z, TUESDAY, 1 1 MAY 
1976. RECOMMEND YOU CONTACT LTC G. KRISTIANSEN IN HQ 
DEFENSE COMMAND/AIR - NORWAY, LTC A.V. RASMUSSEN IN CHOD 
DENMARK, AND LTC H. GRAF IN MOD GERMANY WHO ARE THE 
POINTS OF CONTACT FOR THIS PROJECT IN THEIR RESPECTIVE 
GOVERNMENTS. 

3. FINAL ARRANGEMENTS ARE DEPENDENT ON AGREEMENT ON 
SCHEDULING AND COURSE COST. FINAL DETERMINATION OF COST 
IS SUBJECT TO FURTHER ANALYSIS OF RECENTLY ANNOUNCED COST 

GUIDELINES AND POSSIBLE PARTIAL RELIEF THROUGH LEGISLA- 
TION EXPECTED TO COME BEFORE CONGRESS FOR VOTE IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE. 

4. BEGIN PRESS RELEASE: FOUR NATO NATIONS - THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, DENMARK, NORWAY AND THE 
UNITED STATES - HAVE RECENTLY AGREED IN PRINCIPLE 

TO PARTICIPATE IN A JOINT EURO/NATO BASIC HELICOPTER 
PILOT TRAINING PROJECT AT THE U.S. ARMY AVIATION SCHOOL, 

FORT RUCKER, ALABAMA. THE TRAINING WILL BE CONDUCTED 
UNDER A NATO CURRICULUM DEVELOPED BY THE EURO/NATO 
TRAINING GROUP TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE PARTICIPATING 
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NATIONS. A JOINT FACULTY WILL BE USED. TEN GERMAN 
INSTRUCTORS ARE PRESENTLY UNDERGOING INSTRUCTOR PILOT 
TRAINING AT FORT RUCKER. 

THE EURO/NATO TRAINING GROUP, A BODY OF TRAINING 
SPECIALISTS REPRESENTING THE NATO NATIONS, HAS BEEN 
STUDYING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JOINT EURO/NATO BASIC 
HELICOPTER PILOT TRAINING PROJECT FOR SEVERAL YEARS. AT 
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PRESENT, MOST OF THE NATO NATIONS TRAIN THEIR OWN 
HELICOPTER PILOTS. SINCE SMALL CLASSES RESULT IN HIGH 
COSTS PER STUDENT, THE GROUP CONCLUDED THAT SIGNIFICANT 
SAVINGS COULD BE ACHIEVED AND USED FOR OTHER PRESSING 
DEFENSE NEEDS, BY SEVERAL NATIONS IOINING IN A COOPERATIVE 
TRAINING PROJECT. IN ADDITION, JOINT TRAINING MAKES 
POSSIBLE MORE EFFICIENT USE OF MODERN TRAINING DEVICES. 

SUCH AS FLIGHT SIMULATORS, AND HELPS TO STRENGTHEN NATO 
THROUGH ADOPTION OF COMMON TRAINING TECHNIQUES. 

ON APRIL 9. 1976. MAJOR GENERAL JUERGEN BRANDT, CHAIRMAN 
OF THE EURO/NATO TRAINING GROUP, AND REPRESENTATIVES OF 
THE PARTICIPATING NATO NATIONS VISITED FORT RUCKER FOR 
AN ORIENTATION AND TOUR OF AVIATION SCHOOL FACILITIES. 
DURING THE VISIT A MILITARY REVIEW WAS HELD TO RECOGNIZE 
THE INITIATION OF THE EURO/NATO BASIC HELICOPTER PILOT 
TRAINING PROJECT. AS PART OF THE CEREMONY, THE NATO 
FLAG WAS PASSED FROM MAJOR GENERAL BRANDT TO MAJOR 
GENERAL WILLIAM J. MADDOX. JR.. COMMANDING GENERAL OF 
THE ARMY AVIATION SCHOOL TO SYMBOLIZE THE BEGINNING OF 
THIS COOPERATIVE TRAINING PROJECT. 

FINAL ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE JOINT PROJECT 
ARE NOW BEING WORKED OUT AMONG THE PARTICIPATING NATIONS. 
IF THESE ARRANGEMENTS ARE COMPLETED AS ANTICIPATED, THE 
FIRST EUROPEAN STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO ARRIVE IN MAY 
TO BEGIN TRAINING. END RELEASE. 

5. WE WILL FORWARD TO YOU BY AIR MAIL PICTURES TAKEN 
AT THE CEREMONY MENTIONED IN THE PRESS RELEASE AS SOON AS 
THEY ARE RECEIVED FROM FT RUCKER. 
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